
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



220 THE FOSSIL MAN OF ABBEVILLE. 

all that he makes to be preserved, it may be inferred that his collec- 
tion was of the utmost use to M. Broca in assisting him in the com- 
pletion of his series, containing, as we are informed it does, eyes of 
Chinese, Negroes, Hindoos, Peruvians, Arabs, Egyptians, and inhabit- 
ants of all parts of Europe, all of which were freely placed at M. Broca's 
disposal. 

(To be continued.) 



THE FOSSIL MAN OF ABBEVILLE AGAIN. 



We have received a copy of L' Ahbevillois, of the 19th July, which 
calls attention to the following facts, which are likely again to revive 
the much debated question relating to the Moulin- Quignon and 
Mesnieres remains. 

The neglected condition of a quarry, in which work was interrupted 
from the end of 1863 until May 1864, permitted M. Boucher de Perthes 
to pursue his researches without the intervention of any person. The 
workmen did not participate in these new discoveries; everything was 
seen in place, and taken from the bed by his own hand. 

For a long while it had been remarked that osseous remains had 
been ordinarily enclosed in sandy agglomerations, which thereby often 
escaped observation by the geologists and by the excavators them- 
selves. They noticed that the bones were incapable of recognition, 
and termed them cailloux pourris. The anatomists to whom they 
were shewn admitted that they were actually organic remains, but 
found they were too much broken or deteriorated to ascertain their 
exact nature. 

Things were in this position since the discovery of the jaw. This 
confirmed M. de Perthes in his opinion that these neglected remains 
had more importance than was considered, and that there also were 
some human remains amongst them. With the perseverance by which 
he is known, he continued to explore the bed of Moulin- Quignon, 
making more than forty excavations from June 1863 to the present 
time. 

Numerous fragments of human and animal bones discovered by him 
at two, three, and four metres from the surface, in undisturbed soil, 
and where there existed neither eboulement, nor fissure, nor even 
a sandpipe, were the recompense of this long labour. But, as 
it was not sufficient that these remains should be discovered by 
himself alone, it was necessary, in order to obviate contradiction, 
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that others should discover them with him. The 24th of last 
April he asked M. Jules Dubois, doctor, of the Hotel Dieu at 
Abbeville, to assist at one of these diggings. M. Dubois hastened to 
accept this invitation. 

Many fragments of rolled bone too small for definition, were then 
disinterred at two metres from the surface, in the yellow -brown bed. 
At sixty centimetres lower, M. Dubois saw in place a bone eight 
centimetres in length, which, disembarrassed from the matrix, was 
recognised by him as a human os sacrum. 

The excavation was then directed to the other end of the quarry, 
where a bed of yellowish -grey sand, called sable a gre, is shewn divid- 
ing the brown bed, a bed so hard, that here the hand is no longer 
sufficient, and the pickaxe must be employed. A human tooth, partly 
embedded in its sandy matrix, was by them seen in place and ex- 
tracted from the bed by M. de Perthes, with all the silex which was 
fixed to it. 

On the 1st May another excavation was made by M. de Perthes and 
M. Dubois. The ferruginous bed on the right hand afforded them, at 
a depth of 2 metres 25 centimetres of depth, three very damaged 
fragments of skull, but probably human. The grey bed on the left 
hand gave them some other bones, not yet determined, and a fragment 
of human tooth. 

On the 12th May, M. Hersent Duval, owner of the quarry, and well 
known to geologists for the entirely disinterested courtesy which he 
affords to explorers on his land, being on the spot, desired to assist in 
the excavation, and he himself also was able to see in place at 
2 metres 30 centimetres of depth, and to extract with his hand, a frag- 
ment of human skull. 

On the 17th, M. Martin, cure of St. Gilles, formerly professor of 
rhetoric and of geology at the seminary of St. Riquier, and of whom 
no person here will deny the great knowledge, and M. 1' Abbe Dergny, 
member of the Societe d'Emulation, united with M. de Perthes to 
carry on an excavation. It was crowned with entire success. After 
being assured of the normal state of the soil, and of its being undis- 
turbed, and having examined various fragments which were detached 
from the bed before their arrival, they saw in place and dug out, with- 
out the intervention of workmen, a bone which, disembarrassed from 
the matrix, was discovered to be a human skull, of which the strange 
depression of the superior part struck them exceedingly. The edge 
of this skull, worn by rubbing, demonstrated its antiquity, and these 
gentlemen did not doubt that it was coeval with the origin of the bed. 
Monday, July 9th, a commission, composed of MM. Sauvage, ad- 
junct to the mayor of Abbeville, L. Truncart, proprietor and mayor of 
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Laviers, Auguste de Caien, avocat, Marcotte, librarian and curator of 
the museum, Jules Dubois, already named, all members of the Society 
of Emulation, made an excavation, of which the results were equally 
conclusive. Many fragments of human bone were seen in situ and 
obtained by them from the deposit. 

A more formal verification was accordingly contemplated. On the 
16th July, the same commission again met, adding to it M. Buteux, 
formerly member of the General Council of the Somme, who is about 
to be decorated with the legion of honour for his valuable geological 
labours, M. de Mercey, a well known geologist, who came expressly 
from Paris, M. le Baron de Varicourt, chamberlain of the king of 
Bavaria, who came from Amiens, M. Girot, professor of physics and 
of geology at the college of Abbeville, M. de Villepoix, member of the 
Societe d'Emulation, M. Alexandre Catel, M. Oswald Dimpre, and 
many other persons who united spontaneously with the commission, 
and of whom we regret that the names are unknown to us. 

By this reunion of men, all friends of science and of truth, an ex- 
cavation was made, and carried down to the chalk ; many human 
bones, one of which was found actually on the chalk, were seen in 
place and collected by the commission. All these bones, amongst 
which the remains of animals are found, will be the object of a special 
study which Dr. Dubois has undertaken at the wish of the commis- 
sion. 

M. Boucher de Perthes, in the pursuit of his anthropological disco- 
veries at Moulin-Quignon, has made one which geologists will not the 
less appreciate ; these are marine shells exceedingly rolled, and for 
the most part reduced to the state of small white pebbles, very much 
resembling those of the flints, with which they might be confounded. 
He discovered them in the brown and grey beds, at 1 metre 50 centi- 
metres to 3 metres from the surface, and mixed with the bones. He 
thinks that in the careful study of the other beds of the diluvium, and 
especially those where chipped flints have been discovered, human 
remains should also be found, otherwise so difficult to be distinguished 
from the rough flints of which they have taken the colour and nearly 
the form by the portions of sand, gravel, and small pebbles which at- 
tach to their anfractuosities, and of which they form a part. 

P.S. We learn that amongst the bones collected by M. de Perthes 
are found two fragments of an upper jaw, and one almost entire lower 
jaw, also human, and which, it is said, resembles in form much that 
of the 28th March, 1863; it was 4 metres 30 centimetres of depth, and 
22 metres from the spot where this last was discovered. 

[We abstain at present from offering any comment on the above. 
Editor.] 



